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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is responsive to the pre-appeal brief filed on 08/1 7/07. 

2. Claims 82-1 02 have been reexamined. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted 
on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant 
for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in. section 35 1(a) shall 
have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the 
international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) of such 
treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 82-102 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Shah 
et al. (US 2003/023121 1 Al), hereinafter "Shah". 

Per claim 82, Shah discloses a computer readable memory medium comprising 
program instructions, wherein the program instructions are executable by a processor to 
(e.g. FIG. 2 and related text): 

display a function node in a graphical program on a display (paragraph [0013] "... 
user may select various function nodes or icons . . . connect the function node together 
..."), wherein the graphical program comprises a plurality of nodes and connections 
between the plurality of nodes (paragraph [0020] "... property node for use in a graphical 
program ..." and paragraph [0035] "... displayed attributes of the property node. . . 
configuring graphical diagram, e.g. the graphical program ..."), wherein the plurality of 
connected nodes visually indicate functionality of the graphical program (paragraph 
[0044] "... nodes connected to the refnum terminal may change their respective refnum 
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outputs ..."), and wherein the function node is executable in the graphical program to 
perform a first function (paragraph [001 3] . . function nodes ... in ore or more of a data 
flow , control flow and execution flow format . . ."); 

display a function specific property node in the graphical program on the display 
(paragraph [0027] "... user may left-click on the property node in the graphical diagram 
..."), wherein the function specific property node is specific to the first function 
(paragraph ]0027] ". . . relevant attribute of the property node . . ."), wherein the function 
specific property node comprises a plurality of properties of the first function (e.g. FIG. 
8A and related text) ; associate the function specific property node with the function node 
(paragraph [0020] "... function associated with that property node ..."); display the 
plurality of properties on the display (e.g. FIG. 8 A and. related text); and 

receive user input selecting one or more of the plurality of properties (paragraph 
[0027] "... user input may received initiating access to the graphical program element, 
e.g. property node ..."); wherein the selected one or more properties are accessible during 
execution of the graphical program (paragraph [0035] "... user selects timeout attribute 
of the property node . . . upon execution of the graphical program ...."). 

Per claim 83, Shah discloses the memory medium of claim 82, wherein the 
property node is statically typed to correspond to the function node (paragraph [0020] 
". . . property nodes are typed . . ."). 

Per claim 84, Shah discloses the memory medium of claim 82, wherein the 
function specific property node visually indicates the association with the function node 
(paragraph [0018] "... property node may be associated with a control on the front panel 
to provide visual output ..." and paragraph [0020] "... function associated with that 
property node ..." and paragraph [0137] "... visually indicates the type of connection 
..."). 

Per claim 85, Shah discloses the memory medium of claim 82, wherein, during 
execution of the graphical program, the function specific property node is executable to: 
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receive input specifying a modification to at least one of the one or more 
properties (paragraph [0027] "... user input may received initiating access to the 
graphical program element, e.g. property node . . ."); and 

modify the at least one of the one or more properties in response to the input to 
configure the function node to perform the first function, wherein, after said modifying, 
the function node is executable in the graphical program to perform the first function in 
accordance with the modified at least one of the one or more properties (paragraph [0144] 
. . modifying a configuration diagram, the user may associate . . .")• 

Per claim 86, Shah discloses the memory medium of claim 82, wherein, prior to 
said displaying the plurality of properties on the display, the program instructions are 
further executable to: 

display one or more filtering options for available properties of the function node, 
wherein the available properties include the plurality of properties (paragraph [0135] ". . . 
as indicated by the selected filter option ..."); and 

receive user input indicating a first filtering option of the one or more filtering 
options, wherein said displaying the plurality of properties is performed in accordance 
with the first filtering option (paragraph [0135] "... user may then configure the filter 
..."). 

Per claim 87, Shah discloses the memory medium of claim 82, wherein, during 
execution of the graphical program, the program instructions are executable to: 

read at least one of the plurality of properties from the function node; and 
provide the at least one property to a graphical program element comprised in the 
graphical program (paragraph [0170] "... access node ... read, write ..."). 

Per claim 88, Shah discloses the memory medium of claim 87, wherein the 
graphical program element comprises a GUI, wherein the GUI is operable to display the 
at least one property during execution of the graphical program (paragraph [0155]"... 
GUI panel may be displayed ..."). 
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Per claim 89, Shah discloses the memory medium of claim 82, 
wherein the function node comprises a timing node, operable to provide timing 
functionality for the graphical program; and wherein the function specific property node 
comprises a timing property node (paragraph [0125] ". . . clock or timer . . ."). 

Per claim 90, Shah discloses the memory medium of claim 82, 
wherein the function node comprises a triggering node, operable to provide 
triggering functionality for the graphical program; and wherein the function specific 
property node comprises a triggering property node (paragraph [0098] "... triggering 
input ..."). 

Per claim 91, Shah discloses the memory medium of claim 82, 
wherein the function node comprises a read node, operable to provide data 
acquisition (DAQ) functionality for the graphical program; and wherein the function 
specific property node comprises a read property node (paragraph [0079] DAQ card 1 14 
..."). 

Per claim 92, Shah discloses the memory medium of claim 82,wherein the 
function node comprises a write node, operable to provide signal generation functionality 
for the graphical program; and wherein the function specific property node comprises a 
write property node (paragraph [0095] "... write node ...")• 

Per claim 93, Shah discloses the memory medium of claim 82, wherein the 
function node comprises a channel creation node, operable to create a channel for the 
graphical program (e.g. FIG. 20D and related text); and wherein the function specific 
property node comprises a channel property node, operable to access channel properties 
of the created channel (e.g. FIG. 17A and related text). 

Per claim 94, Shah discloses the memory medium of claim 82, wherein the 
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function node comprises a calibration information data structure that is operable to 
provide calibration information for a device used by the graphical program; and wherein 
the function specific property node comprises a calibration information property node 
(e.g. FIG. 5C and related text). 

Per claim 95, Shah discloses the memory medium of claim 82, wherein the 
function node comprises an export signal data operable to provide export signal data for 
the graphical program; and structure that is wherein the function specific property node 
comprises an export signal property node (e.g. FIG. 5C and related text). 

Per claim 96, Shah discloses the memory medium of claim 82,wherein the 
function node comprises a switch channel specification for the graphical program; and 
wherein the function specific property node comprises a switch channel property node 
(paragraph [0117] and e.g. FIG. 5D and related text). 

Per claim 97, Shah discloses the memory medium of claim 82, wherein the object 
comprises a switch scanning task specification for the graphical program; and wherein 
the function specific property node comprises a switch scan property node (e.g. FIG. 5B 
and related text). 

Per claim 98, Shah discloses the memory medium of claim 82, wherein the 
function node comprises a scale specification for the graphical program; and 
wherein the function specific property node comprises a scale property node (paragraph 
[0017] ".. scales or cursor position ...")• 

Per claim 99, Shah discloses the memory medium of claim 82, wherein the 
function node comprises a data structure storing software configuration information for a 
host computer system; and wherein the function specific property node comprises a 
system property node (e.g. FIG. 5C and related text). 

Per claim 100, Shah discloses the memory medium of claim 82, wherein the 
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function node comprises a data information, including one or more of: a task name; one 
or more channel names; a number of channels; or structure that stores general task a task 
status indicator; and wherein the function specific property node comprises a task 
property node (paragraph [0017] "... controls and indicators ..."). 

Per claim 101, Shah discloses the memory medium of claim 82,wherein the 
function node represents a hardware device; and wherein the function specific property 
node comprises a device property node (paragraph [0138] "... device icons ..."). 

As per claim 102, this is the system version of the claimed medium discussed 
above (Claim 1), wherein all claim limitations have been addressed and/or covered in 
cited areas as set forth above. Thus, accordingly, these claims are also anticipated by 
Shah. 

Response to Arguments 

5. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 82-1 02 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. See Shah et al. art made of record. 

Conclusion 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Isaac T. Tecklu whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7957. The examiner can normally be reached on M-TH 9:300A - 8:00P. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Tuan Q. Dam can be reached on (571) 272-3695. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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